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Posted: Oct 08, 2010
SAVANNAH, Ga. - The Armstrong Atlantic State women's soccer team has experienced quite a bit of success in its short
history, culminating with the program's first Peach Belt Conference tournament title and first NCAA Tournament victory in
2009.
This year, the Pirates are ranked in the Top 10 nationally and are looking to take that next step to become one of the truly
elite programs in the nation.
On Saturday, Columbus State invades the AASU Soccer Field to take on the Pirates in a 3:30 p.m. match where plenty
could be on the line.
The Cougars are 39-2-3 in the Peach Belt over the last five years, capturing five straight regular season league
championships.
Armstrong Atlantic is 34-9-3 over the same five-year time frame in the Peach Belt, the first five years of the program's
existence.
When these two teams meet on Saturday, it will be the first time the two will face off as Top 10-ranked teams in the country.
And while the match could be about more than conference supremacy, it could also be a preview of further meetings
between the two rivals - CSU and AASU could conceivably meet two more times down the road, in the Peach Belt
tournament as well as the NCAA tournament.
"It's a great opportunity to see two of the top-ranked programs in the nation," AASU head coach Eric Faulconer said. "We're
really hoping to have a strong home-field advantage and I'd like to encourage our faculty, staff and students to come out
and see what should be an exciting match."
The Pirates have built a winner in the short span of five years, and have done so by recruiting local and state-wide talent.
But so has Columbus State.
"Saturday's match will be a great showcase of top talent from the state of Georgia," Faulconer said. "Both teams have
pl a y er s fr o m all o v er t h e st at e a n d w e'r e e x cit e d t o h a v e pl a y er s  fr o m S a v a n n a h w h o ar e c o ntri b uti n g t o t h e s u c c e s s of o ur
pr o gr a m."
C ol u m b u s St at e h e a d c o a c h J a y E ntli c h i s al s o l o o ki n g  f or w ar d t o t h e m at c h u p.
" O ur e ntir e pr o gr a m h a s s o m u c h r e s p e ct f or w h at A A S U  h a s d o n e o v er t h e p a st si x y e ar s si n c e t h e y st art e d t h eir pr o gr a m
j u st o n e y e ar aft er w e di d," E ntli c h s ai d. " C o a c h F a ul c o n er h a s d o n e a p h e n o m e n al j o b wit h hi s pl a y er s a n d t h e y ar e o n e of
t h e m o st r e s p e ctf ul gr o u p of pl a y er s i n t h e P e a c h B elt. T h e f a ciliti e s at A A S U ar e tr e m e n d o u s a n d t h e y u s u all y g et t errifi c
cr o w d s a n d h o m e  s u p p ort, s o w e k n o w w e will b e c o mi n g d o w n t o a gr e at  e n vir o n m e nt."
A d mi s si o n i s fr e e t o A A S U st u d e nt s, f a c ult y a n d st aff  wit h I D. Al s o, o n e A A S U st u d e nt will h a v e t o c h a n c e t o wi n fr e e  b o o k s
f or t h e s pri n g s e m e st er d uri n g a h alfti m e pr o m oti o n.
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